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Issue Statement 
 
Staff is requesting that the Board of Aldermen determine how to approach ice storm recovery 
efforts in un-improved streets and alleys. 
 

Discussion and/or Analysis 
 

There are a number of streets and alleys within the City that do not function as pubic ways; 
never having been improved for vehicular use.  The City has no history of maintenance within a 
significant number of these un-improved streets and alleys.  Many do not have utilities located 
within their boundaries and some adjoining landowners have made varying efforts of 
possession in these areas.  
 
Un-improved streets and alleys present a unique challenge for debris removal efforts.  Most are 
located within the older portions of the City and are heavily vegetated with mature trees.  
Additionally, many of the property lines are poorly marked or not marked and the extent of the 
right of way is uncertain.  
 
From an operational standpoint, clean up in many of these alleys will be difficult, expensive and 
may or may not be welcome by the adjoining land owners since the most cost effective means to 
remove debris would be to clear cut to the extent of the right of way. 
 
There is established case law that pertains to the issue and the City Attorney will provide the 
Board with advice during the discussion. 
 

 
 



Staff Recommendation 
 

Staff recommends undertaking debris clearing and removal within streets and alleys that meet 
one of the following criteria: 

1. The street or alley has been improved and is open for the general use of the public. 
2. There is a recognized history of maintaining surface features within the street or alley. 

 



  


